
Bible story 29/3/20 - Passion Sunday

John 11.1-45: Jesus brings Lazarus back to life.


Find this in a Bible at home, or watch the You Tube version on the St James’s Website


Notes on the Bible story for parents and carers


Jesus was teaching when he had news of his friend Lazarus’ illness. Instead of rushing to be by 
his side, Jesus stayed where he was for two more days before making the journey to Bethany. 
When he arrived, Lazarus was already dead.


Jesus’ humanity is shown in this story. He is anxious about whether he should travel to Bethany. 
He is worried about his own and his disciples’ safety. He is deeply moved by the sisters’ 
disappointment, anger and grief. And he is touched by the presence of those from the village who 
console them.


As well as losing their brother, Lazarus’ death would have added significance for Martha and 
Mary. He was the source of income and status for the family. They were losing their reputation and 
status in society as well as their closest relative. They were losing their hope.


This passage can be read as a parable by those who want to know where Jesus is when life falls 
apart. It suggests that he is present even in his absence. We can imagine him carrying his concern 
for the Bethany family from the moment he hears about his dear friend’s illness. Jesus’ faith 
carries him through the dangers of the journey to Bethany and into the place of loss and death, 
where he brings life even from the tomb through the resurrection power of his word. 


How often do we struggle to see Jesus’ presence when things go wrong? At this time of crisis it is 
hard to trust that he is present, but perhaps we can see his actions at work in those who are 
treating the sick or volunteering to help in some way. We might want to take time to hold those 
people in our hearts and, as we pray for them, picture Jesus alongside them.

  



