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The Weekly Sheet    17 May 2020  

6th SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 

Our church remains closed for all services, meetings and gatherings, but we will carry on 

praying, caring and serving the local community as best we can.  We will be providing a 

variety of resources for creative worship, prayers and learning over the coming weeks and 

the best way to access these is to keep visiting the website for more details and checking 

your emails for regular updates.  We will host worship and prayer time via Zoom today at 10 

o’clock.  We are now also hosting a weekly Bible reading and prayer time, via Zoom,  

on Wednesday evenings at 8 pm.  This is open to all and will be for about an hour.  It’s a 

chance to offer prayer support for one another and to share Bible reading together. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Collect for today 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s readings are:  

Acts 17.22-31;  Psalm 66.7-end;  1 Peter 3.13-end;  John 14.15-21 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 17.22-31 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious 

you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 

your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 

gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to 

inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of 

the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for 

him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and 

move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 

“For we too are his offspring.” 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 

stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the 

times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he 

has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 

has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 



Psalm 66.7-end 

Bless our God, / O you / peoples; 

make the voice of his / praise / to be / heard, 

who holds our / souls in / life 

and suffers / not our / feet to / slip. 

For you, O / God, have / proved us; 

you have / tried us as / silver is / tried. 

You brought us / into the / snare; 

you laid heavy / burdens up/on our / backs. 

You let enemies ride over our heads; 

we went through / fire and / water; 

but you brought us out / into a / place of / liberty. 

I will come into your house with burnt offerings 

and will / pay you my / vows, 

which my lips uttered 

and my mouth promised / when I / was in / trouble. 

I will offer you fat burnt sacrifices with the / smoke of / rams; 

I will / sacrifice / oxen and / goats. 

Come and listen, all / you who fear / God, 

and I will tell you what / he has / done for my / soul. 

I called out to him / with my / mouth 

and his / praise was / on my / tongue. 

If I had nursed evil / in my / heart, 

the / Lord would / not have / heard me. 

But in truth / God has / heard me; 

he has / heeded the / voice of my / prayer. 

Blessed be God, who has not / rejected my / prayer, 

nor withheld his / loving / mercy / from me. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

1 Peter 3.13-end 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 

doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence 

to anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that is in you; yet do it with 

gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 

those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to 

suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ 

also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 

God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 

made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 

waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 

eight people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



John 14.15-21 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 

abides with you, and he will be in you. 

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am 

in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep 

them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 

love them and reveal myself to them.’ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Readings for Next Sunday, 24 May, (7th Sunday of Easter) are: 

Acts 1.6-14;  Psalm 68.1-10, 32-end;  1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11;  John 17.1-11 

__________________________________________________________ 

Thank you to everyone who has made a donation to Christian Aid; as the week now draws to 

a close, it is not too late to contribute … 

To make a telephone donation please phone: 020 7523 2269 

To give directly into the Christian Aid Bank account please telephone: 020 7523 2226 for 

information. 

 

This coming Thursday is Ascension Day. Unfortunately whilst the Covid19 restrictions continue 

we will be unable to meet together for a service of Holy Communion so we thought we 

would hold a virtual Agape style meal with prayers instead.  Have some snacks ready to join 

in!  Steve will send out the Zoom link just beforehand. 

 

Congratulations to Max and Charlotte Drinkwater on the arrival of their baby daughter, 

Cynthia.  Many of you will remember Max, our ordinand on attachment from Westcott House,                                  

from about 5 years ago.  Max will be taking up position of Priest-in-Charge of St Mary’s in 

Haverhill in the summer. 

 

CROSSPIECE NEEDS YOU!  We did not publish the April/May edition of Crosspiece, but are 

hoping to publish a special edition in June and July to bring together a record of our church 

and community during these unusual times.  

We would like you to share your thoughts and experiences.  We invite you to submit a written 

piece or photograph(s). 

Has life been easy or difficult to adapt to?  Have you been able to work?  Do you work on the 

frontline in health or social care?  Are you an essential worker?  Are you in lockdown?  Have 

you or your household suffered from Covid 19?  How have you kept in touch?  Have you 

given help or received help from others?  Do you take away any positives from your 

experience?  How has your Christian faith played a part in your response? 

Whatever you wish to write about, please submit any contributions 

to jenniferdayok@hotmail.com or to stjameschurchcambridge@yahoo.co.uk  by 27 May 
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We are now hosting a weekly Bible reading and prayer time, via Zoom, on Wednesday 

evenings at 8 pm.  This is open to all, and will be for about an hour.  It’s a chance to offer 

prayer support for one another and to share Bible reading together.  If you're interested 

please click on the Zoom link that Steve will send out via email before each meeting. It may 

be helpful to have a Bible to hand when you join. 

If you can't join but would like something or someone mentioned in our prayers do let Steve 

know. 

 

Food Hub.  St James' building is being used as a Food Hub.  People are invited to collect food 

from St James on a Saturday morning, between 10.30 am and 12.30 pm. The food will be a 

basic food package and is ideally for those who are either struggling to pay for provisions or 

cannot get to the shops or book an online delivery. We will also be delivering in some 

circumstances.  There is also the opportunity to donate to the Food hub and donations 

should be dropped off on Wednesday afternoons between 2.00 pm and 4.00 pm – thank 

you.  This is an initiative arranged by volunteers from the Happy to Help scheme which the 

Queen Edith Community Forum is organising. There will be a protocol observing health and 

safety guidelines relevant to Covid19. If you have any queries about how this is working get in 

touch with Steve or Anne. 

 

Phone line.  The Church of England central team have supported the release of the Daily 

Hope phone line.  Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship 

services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly 

with those unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind.  Find 

out more here - https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-

19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line 

 

Thank you to everyone for your continued financial support of St James' Church. The week by 

week giving enables us to pay the essential running costs of the church, such as utility bills 

and the ministry share. Since we are unable to meet together in our building on a Sunday 

morning, it is all the more important that planned giving continues. Thank you to those of you 

who have arranged direct debits etc and may we remind those of you who use the 

envelope scheme to fill and save your envelopes, week by week, for a time when we can 

meet together once again. 

 

If you would like to add your name to our prayer list of names that appear on the back of the 

weekly sheet, please contact Caroline.  We are currently updating the list and it would be 

lovely to include the names of newcomers to our congregation but also the names of others 

who regularly worship with us but may not have forwarded their wish to be included.  If you 

are not sure whether you are already on the list and would like to add your name, do please 

check with Caroline. 

 

Caroline is working from home.  Please continue to email or phone as you would normally 

(details on the last page).  Caroline can access both the internet and the church office 

phone from home. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
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Prayer for Friends and Congregation of St James’ 

Sunday  Christina Hood, Elena and Lukas 

Monday  Geoff Howard  

Tuesday  Julia Hullyer 

Wednesday Elspeth Hutchison and family 

Thursday  Barbara Irving and family 

Friday  Judith and Peter Judd 

Saturday  Janet and Donald Laming and family 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Contacts 

Priest-in-charge  Rev’d Steve Rothwell 

     246419    s.rothwell3@btinternet.com 

Curate    Rev’d Anne Strauss 

      stjamescurate@gmail.com 

Churchwardens  Pam Butler, 07745 591235 

      pambutler27@hotmail.com 

     Michael Smale, (01223) 478650 

      michaelsmale05@gmail.com     

Pastoral Assistants  Mary Calladine,   (01223) 246742 

     Rosemary Monk,  (01223) 246421 

Director of Music  position vacant 

The Music Group  Grae Worster, 846295   mgw1@cam.ac.uk 

Safeguarding Officer Jill Bradley, 07971 013645   happybeadsuk@gmail.com   

Church Office:    246419 (Mondays, Wednesdays & Thursdays  

     9.15 am -1.15 pm) 

e-mail:      stjameschurchcambridge@yahoo.co.uk 

Website:    stjamescambridge.org.uk 

  

Weekly Church Activities – currently suspended 

Junior Choir Practice Sundays, 11.15 am – 12 noon 

Choir Practice    Mondays 6.30 pm—7.30 pm  

Meditation Group   Fridays      1.30 pm—2.00 pm 

  

Community Activities – currently suspended 

Beavers (6-8 yrs)   16thcambridgebeavers@gmail.com 

Cubs (8-11 yrs, QE Schl)  Stephen Harrison, 07548 765421 

Scouts (10½ - 14 yrs, QE Schl) 16thcambridgescouts@gmail.com 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Our parish magazine Crosspiece is available on the website. 

If you are ordering goods from Amazon, please remember to use the Amazon link on the  

St James’ website fundraising page.  It doesn’t cost you any more but gives St James a 

percentage of the price you pay. 
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