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CROSSPIECE
Words from Peter

In this summer holiday period, we are delighted that the usual ‘Words from the Vicarage’ is replaced
by an editorial from the Very Revd Peter Judd.
During lockdown we have watched a fair amount
of television, particularly series. These have
included Anne of Green Gables, reassuring stuff
in uncertain times, Deutschland 83,86,89, the
story of modern Germany and the fall of the
Berlin wall and Shtisel, a sort of soap opera about
life in an Orthodox Jewish community in
Jerusalem.
I have also watched a series called The Chosen
which is a presentation of the Gospel story. I was
hesitant about starting it as I have not much
enjoyed previous efforts like The Greatest Story
Ever Told. I have not found the portrayal of Jesus
in these earlier efforts particularly convincing.
But as a number of friends had recommended
The Chosen, I gave it a go.
In order to watch it you have to go to the App
store and download it. It’s free to watch. It has
not been produced with Hollywood millions but
with crowd funding. I’ve watched the first two
series – 15 episodes. A further five series are
planned.
I have found it compelling and I’ve tried to
analyse why it’s so much better than I thought it
would be. I think it’s a combination of two things.
It puts the story firmly in its political and cultural
context and its characters are portrayed as very
human. Jesus smiles a lot.
For example, the first episode begins with scenes
showing Peter and Andrew at work. Their fishing
enterprise is on the brink of bankruptcy and they
are worried sick. Other scenes involve Mary
Magdalene in the red light district. She is deeply
disturbed.

Very often an episode begins with an unexpected
context that puts the story into perspective. I
particularly liked the story of Matthew, the tax

collector. He is portrayed as very clever and
slightly autistic, fanatically trying to write down
everything that Jesus says. Jesus stops by his
booth. (I have never envisaged a tax booth
before, this one protected by a Roman soldier.)
Jesus says: “Follow me.”
Peter rushes up to Jesus and says: “Whoa. Whoa.
What are you doing? Are you calling him? I don’t
get it.” Jesus says: “You didn’t get it when I called
you.” Peter replies: “Yes but that was different,
I’m not a tax collector.” Jesus replies: “Get used
to different.”
Matthew follows Jesus and asks: “Where are we
going?” Jesus says: ”To a dinner party.” Matthew
says: “I’m not welcome a dinner parties.” Jesus
replies: “That won’t be a problem tonight
because you are the host.”
At the end of series two, Matthew and Jesus
spend a lot of time together as Jesus refines his
Sermon on the Mount and Matthew helps him by
writing down the drafts. Matthew says: “Are you
ready?” And Jesus replies: “Yes. It’s pretty good.”
The scene ends as Jesus walks out in front of the
crowd to deliver the Sermon on the Mount.
I have really enjoyed the way that they have
imaginatively thought it all out without deviating
from the essential story. So my advice is get the
App and enjoy.
Peter Judd
The Chosen app is available on Google Play and
the Apple app store, while at least the first four
episodes are included on the associated YouTube
channel:

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheChosenSeries/
videos
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Welcome to Rosie
From early July St James has welcomed Rosie Hewitt as a Curate, working alongside Steve and Anne.
My name is Rosie and I am really delighted to be
joining you as (another!) curate. Here is a little
bit about me…
I grew up in Oxford, but moved to Cambridge for
university, and I’ve been here ever since, more
or less (apart from a wonderful year in
Vancouver working at the Anglican Cathedral
there). Once back from Vancouver, I taught R.E.
for a few years at St. Bede’s school - just down
the road - and then became a chaplain there,
which I loved. For the last three years, I was
training for ordination at Westcott House, in the
centre of Cambridge.

I love music: my husband and I met singing in a
choir, and we both play instruments - perhaps I
should say we *all* play instruments, as Robin is
becoming a dab hand at the old tambourine! - so
there’s quite a lot of home music-making... And I
also love being outdoors: we go for lots of walks
and cycle-rides around Cambridge, and, when we
can, we escape to the hills of Scotland on
holiday.

I am married to Duncan, who is a mathematician,
and we have a little boy, Robin, who has just
turned two. And we’ve got another one on the
way, due to arrive on 24th December! (I will
therefore be disappearing on maternity leave in
December, I’m afraid, but I will be back!) I
balance my work at St. James with caring for
Robin, so I am here on a relatively part-time
basis.

Ordination
Rosie (7th from right) was ordained alongside Edward Westrip (far right) on 4th July at Ely Cathedral.
Picture from Diocese of Ely.
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James Churchill Jeanes Day
(30/11/1927 - 14/06/2021)
From a tribute by his son, Will

Writing a eulogy is an emotionally and
creatively difficult task but this has been made
much easier by the large written output that Dad
left behind and by the wealth of fantastic fond
memories we have of him. Many of the details
of his life are taken from his memoirs which he
humbly refers to as ‘reminiscences from a highly
uneventful life’. Dad reached a lot of people
throughout his long life. He was also our window
to a different world, a different era.
He was born James Churchill Jeanes Day on
30th November 1927 in Sherborne Dorset, the
only child of a proudly Scottish mother and
Dorset-born father. Dad recalled that his first
conscious memory was being taken to see the
airship R101 at RAF Hendon in what must have
been June 1930. So taken was he with the huge
airship that he went home and named his pet
rabbit R101! Perhaps this is an early indication of
the side to Dad’s character that would cause us
to affectionately refer to him as “an eccentric
academic”? His other rabbit’s name was Melody
- apt considering what an important role music
would play in his life.
His family moved to south London when he
was 18 months old when his father was
stationed at Woolwich barracks. Dad had vivid
memories of his time at Northbrook C of E
primary school but one memory that really stuck
in his mind was looking out of his bedroom
window on his 9th birthday in 1936 and seeing
the glow on the horizon as Crystal Palace burned
down, to him ‘his very own birthday fireworks
display’. It was during this time that Dad started
to play the violin, moving later on to play the
viola. A highlight of his early violin playing days
was performing at the 1935 Grand Silver Jubilee
concert at the Royal Albert Hall with 2000 other
young string players.
In September 1938 Dad started at Christ’s
Hospital School in Sussex, having passed the
entry exam following encouragement from his
father that boarding school was the best choice
for his education given that he (Grandpa) would
soon be stationed abroad in the army. Dad
passed the war years there, not seeing his father

for 4 years, but this time away from his parents
must have helped foster an intellectual selfreliance and independence of thought that
lasted throughout his life. After the war had
finished, Dad, like the rest of his generation, had
to enrol for National Service. He joined the
Signals, a time he recalled mostly spent putting
up radio masts.
Following National Service in October 1948
Dad went on to Selwyn College, Cambridge
where he read Modern and Mediaeval
Languages and unsurprisingly to those that knew
him graduated with a First. It was whilst at
Cambridge that Dad met his first wife Margaret
and they hit it off immediately. He then spent a
year in Bonn studying for his PhD where, in his
words, he was privileged to live among ‘a highminded young generation of young people who
were helping build a finer Germany out of the
ruins of the war.’ After Germany he spent a year
in Basel, Switzerland before returning to the UK
where in July 1955 he and Margaret got married.
Dad got a job teaching English at Basel
University where he and Margaret lived for the
next few years. It sounds like a fun time and they
hosted Scottish country dancing nights with their
new Swiss friends. My sister Jane was born in
Basel in 1956 and after 4 years they returned to
Cambridge where he got a temporary job
teaching English as a foreign language at
Davies’s language school. Two months after
starting his new job Shelagh was born and with a
young family to support his temporary job
moved into something more permanent.
Dad’s career of teaching English as a foreign
language, gave him the opportunity to pursue
his delight in meeting people from other
countries, cultures and backgrounds. He would
(Continued on page 5)
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always make the effort to learn the basics of any
country’s language before going on holiday
there, although already fluent in German and
Swiss German, and competent in French. Dad
also fondly recalled time spent with his family,
canal holidays especially being a firm favourite
and his times spent with Margaret, Jane and
Shelagh were full of fun and humour.
It was whilst principal of Davies’s that Dad
met Mum, who joined the teaching staff as a
young TEFL teacher, apparently after he had
observed her taking a lesson as a trainee. After
Margaret’s tragic death, a time which Dad
understandably remembered as incredibly tough
for him and Jane and Shelagh, he and Mum fell
for each other and were married. It is testament
to his love and trust in her that together they
coped with two recently bereaved stepdaughters. Jane and Shelagh were both
bridesmaids at their wedding, which was held
here in St James Church. Dad and Mum made a
great team and were well suited to each other,
their love of music being one of the things they
shared. I remember them playing duets on the
piano together and Dad attended the Cambridge
Philharmonic concerts that Mum sang in, getting
to know the various conductors and members of
the choir and orchestra.
Dad was made principal of Davies’s which
then became part of the large Swiss-owned
organisation EuroCentres and oversaw the
building of the new school building in Bateman
Street, something he was immensely proud of.
Throughout his adult life he continued his
study and love of music and he frequently played
the viola. He joined a violin-making workshop
and Jane still owns and plays the violin that he
made for her. Dad was always supportive of his
children and he was immensely proud of their
achievements. It is heart-warming to read in his
memoirs his glowing praise for Jane’s violin
playing and horse riding, Shelagh’s acting and
cello playing and my sailing. He was equally fond
and proud of his grand-children, mentioning that
Thomas and James had both grown into nice
young lads, Bethany and Astrid were two
beautiful grand-daughters, and he delighted in
the company of Isaac and Idris, his youngest
grandchildren. He was thrilled at the birth of his
two great-grand-daughters, Scarlet and Jasmine,
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and I know they were equally fond of him.
Dad was an accomplished writer and has left
us with a sizeable catalogue of published works.
His books vary in subject matter from TEFL
teaching guides, musical biographies - including a
Master Musicians volume on Vaughan Williams,
one on Bach’s cantatas, as well as two children’s
history books. His magnum opus was ‘Music and
Aesthetics in the 18th and 19th centuries’ cowritten with his close university friend Peter Le
Huray. He also broadcast and lectured
extensively on music. He regularly wrote
programme notes, gave pre-concert talks and
reviewed concerts around Cambridge, and even
had his own weekly classical music slot on Radio
Cambridgeshire for a period! He gave music
appreciation courses, and became very fond of
his students.
One of his books ‘Englishness in Music’ seems
to sum up much of what was close to his heart,
reflecting a particular type of Englishness, one of
modesty, academic rigour, and a hint of
eccentricity.
Although happy in his own
company when writing or researching for
whatever book he was working on, he was at his
liveliest when in the company of others. We’ll all
remember his appetite for reading and his
encyclopaedic knowledge of world history,
music, art, language, philosophy and many other
subjects. His own worldview was underpinned by
a deep religious faith, an inclusive one based on a
strong conviction that above all else people
should practise kindness - he abhorred cruelty.
He was a regular member of the congregation at
St James church where he worshipped for 50
years with a stint as Churchwarden.
Despite seeing enormous change during his
lifetime Dad was someone who moved with the
times. His warmth to welcome both Margot’s
and Prab’s families into the Day family fold speak
volumes for his belief in people as people - as he
said to Shelagh at one recent family event - ‘I
don’t like referring to people as different races we’re all one big race, the human race.’
We will all miss him dearly but take comfort
that he died peacefully at home with Mum by his
side and having recently seen many of those he
held dearest. He remained himself up until the
end.
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A Big “Thank You”

At St James Annual Parochial Church Meeting
(APCM) in April, a net operational deficit of over
£14,000 was forecast in the projected budget for
2021: an exceptionally large shortfall. This is mostly
due to the predicted loss of room hire income, on
account of the COVID-19 pandemic.
We made a plea to the members of St James
for those who are able and willing to do so to make
exceptional donations to the church, to mitigate the
effects of the pandemic. We are delighted to report

that your response has greatly exceeded expectations
and the total income now stands at over £6,000 including Gift Aid.
A huge thanks to you for this generous support.
Further donations are still welcome. Details of ways
to donate, including online banking may be found on
the St James website under ‘Stewardship’.
Sue Wilson, Treasurer
Hatty Harris, Churchwarden

Left: Banner background
and tree trunk
Below: Collaboration in
company
Page 7 top: Considering
the design, showing tree
branches and bubbles

Page 7 lower left: forming rocks
Page 7 lower right: Placing ‘bubbles’
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Banner-making part 2
Where have we got to? After meeting throughout Lent on Zoom, we managed to produce all
the elements of our banner. Since Easter we
have been working hard to put everything in
place to build the banner as we had designed it.
We had two afternoon sessions in May outdoors
in the church grounds where a number of people came and started sewing the bubbles onto
the banner and turned the socks into ‘rocks’
over a cup of tea and some biscuits.

Unfortunately, since then we have not been
able to meet in person and work on the banner
has been very slow. Hopefully, now restrictions
have been lifted we will be able to arrange some
sessions in church and invite you along to help
finish the banner. Below and on the facing page
are some photos from our journey with the banner. Watch out for notices of sewing sessions
and hopefully we will be able to finish the banner in time for our harvest celebrations at the
beginning of October.
Jacqui Worster
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Feeding families

Within restrictions, St James has continued to host food events for local families, including the Queen
Edith’s Community Food Hub, holiday lunch club and a barbecue for church families.
The Queen Edith’s Community Food Hub, which has
been operating from St James through the Covid restrictions, celebrated its first birthday in May with
additional treats for volunteers and visitors and messages of appreciation for all involved.

Guy Brandon in charge of the barbecue for St James
families in May half-term.

The ChYpPS (Children and Young People’s Participation Service) team with craft materials for making
colourful caterpillars and glamorous masks, ready to
welcome guests at the May half-term holiday lunch
club.
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Our Planet in Ely Cathedral
During July Luke Jerram’s art installation Gaia
was suspended in Ely Cathedral. It is based on
NASA imagery of the earth’s surface. At a
massive 7 m diameter it dominated the nave,
shining brightly like the planet it represents and
turning gently on its axis. It was a wonderful
sight, and you could tell that all the visitors to the
building were captivated by it. It was designed to
focus the mind and heart on the fragility and
beauty of our planet, and the need to safeguard
it and face up to climate change. It tied in with
events in the cathedral entitled Heaven and
Earth: the World in Our Hands.

at a variety of venues. More details about the
project can be found at https://my-earth.org/
about/
Jennifer Day

As I walked around the revolving globe, gazing up
from the southern hemisphere, something I
already knew (that the earth’s surface is mostly
water) struck me with a new force. From that
perspective you could hardly see Europe and the
northern
countries.
The
world
was
overwhelmingly watery. No wonder that recent
developments of planetary concern are about
looking after the blue planet. Underneath the
watery surface are untold riches we hardly know
about and the human race is dumping waste into
this and exploiting its bounty.
Gaia is now touring the country and can be seen

Induction

Steve was inducted and collated as Vicar of St James on 21st June 2021 by Bishop Dagmar and Archdeacon Alex. This is a change of title from his original 2015 appointment as ’Priest-in-Charge’.
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Wandlebury

a wrinkled sky of ruffled gauze, but dry
water seeps into the soil, pigeons cry
with hopeful soul we are becoming whole
Linda Appleby
Photo by Tim Regan: Gog Magog walk (Creative Commons)

the rain has stopped
pouring, watering the grass
from heaven's jug
the digger's dug
two trenches like a ha-ha
an ecological brouhaha
no-one's going very far
til the downpour stops
drowning the crops
did you know that God lived in the gogs?
where the pool is home to fish and frogs
and children fear of getting lost
here is where the jogger jogs
and camp fire tea is served in mugs
and the spirit hums, come rain or frost

Wedding at St James
On 12th June St James was beautifully decorated
for the wedding of Kat and Mark, a joyful family
occasion for some newer members of the congregation.
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Contacts at St James’s Church
Vicar:
Revd Steve Rothwell 246419
email: s.rothwell3@btinternet.com
Curates:
Revd Anne Strauss
email: stjamescurate@gmail.com
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Safeguarding officer:
Jill Bradley 07971 013645
email: happybeadsuk@gmail.com
Director of Music: Position vacant
The Music Group:
Grae Worster on mgw1@cam.ac.uk and 846295

Church & Community Activities
Revd Rosie Hewitt
Email: rosie.sjww@gmail.com
Churchwarden:
Hatty Harris 01223 504720
Email: harrishatty458@gmail.com

NB: these may still be suspended.
Choir practice:
Mondays 6.30 –7.30pm
Meditation group: Fridays 1.30-2.00

Pastoral Assistants:
Rosemary Monk 246421
Church Office:
246419, Mon , Wed & Thur 9.15 am -1.15 pm
e-mail: stjameschurchcambridge@yahoo.co.uk
Website: http://stjamescambridge.org.uk

Crosspiece Editorial Board:
Mary Calladine, Jennifer Day, Christina Hood
Correspondence: e-mail to :
stjameschurchcambridge@yahoo.co.uk

Beavers (6-8 yrs):
16thcmbridgebeavers@gmail.com
Cubs (8-11 yrs) at QE School:
Stephen Harrison
07548 765421
Scouts (10½—14) at QE School:
16thcambridgescouts@gmail.com

or write to :
Crosspiece Editor
St James’ Church
Wulfstan Way
Cambridge CB1 8QJ

Jonathan Pinhey

Planned services

The Crosspiece team are sorry to report the
recent death of Jonathan Pinhey, who along with
James Day was one of the founding editors of
this publication and was the originator of its
name, as described in issue 100 (September
2019, available on the St James website). An
obituary will be included in the next issue
following Jonathan’s funeral on 4th August.

Following the successful St James day service
on 18th July, the main 10 am Sunday Eucharist
services have returned to the church building.
From August the 10 am services may also be
live-streamed for online access by anyone unable to attend in person. Please look out for
more information in the weekly sheet, available in church or on the St James website.
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Recent events

With reducing restrictions, it has been possible to hold more events at church, including an outdoor
service for St James day on 18th July (upper two pictures) and a ‘Kindness Café’ on 16th June (lower
two). Both events benefited from glorious summer weather and were welcome opportunities to
gather together.

